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Urban Design Commission Awards  

Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed was on hand in June for  

the annual Urban Design Commission Awards, presented to 

the best efforts of historic preservation and design. In his 

remarks to the assembly, Mayor Reed stated how valuable 

these properties are to the city’s future.   

The mayor’s attendance bodes well for the city’s  

appreciation of preservation, said Boyd Coons, the APC’s 

executive director. 

“This administration has professed support for the work 

of the Urban Design Commission,” said Coons. “Mayor 

Reed’s presence at this event demonstrated that support.” 

Along with neighborhood associations, organizations  

and private homeowners, the awards cited the work of two 

individuals. Among this year’s winners were Robert and 

Carole Craig who were honored for their meticulous reno-

vation of the Smith-Benning house in Candler Park.  Built 

in 1885, the house was divided into apartments and, at one 

time, considered a site for a “controlled fire exercise” by 

the Atlanta Fire Department. The Craigs acquired the prop-

erty in 1982 and have spent 27 years painstakingly restor-

ing it while adapting it to a modern lifestyle. 

 

Winners of the 33rd Annual Urban Design  

Awards of Excellence Competition – 2010 

 

Organization:  

Mt. Paran - Northside Citizens Association, Inc. 

For renovations to Fire Station 27, 4260 Northside Drive 

 

Historic Preservation:  

The Smith-Benning House, 520 Oakdale Road  

Kasim Reed shakes hands with Carole Craig. 

Smith-Benning House 

Update on Atlanta landmarks: For sale, sold and salvaged …see pages 2-5 

Continued, please see Awards … page 7 
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Update on Atlanta landmarks:   
For sale, sold and salvaged 

APC receives building permit 
 

After a process that took more than one year, the 

building permit to reconstruct the Grant Mansion’s 

front porch has been granted. In addition, the funding 

is in place to work on the rear porch, and the APC 

hopes to amend the permit to include this area of the 

work as well. Thanks to a generous donor, the work 

will proceed. 

Unfortunately, none of the repairs needed to the 

rear retaining wall, which collapsed during last year’s 

severe flooding, are covered by insurance. APC board 

member Brandy Morrison has prepared concept 

drawings and undertaken engineering studies, and the 

APC has applied for the construction permit. 

Exterior elevation of the Grant Mansion. 

Rufus Rose House for sale 
 

The APC recently learned of an exceptional op-

portunity to salvage part of Atlanta’s architectural 

heritage. The landmark Rufus Rose house at 537 

Peachtree Street is for sale, with offers in the range 

of $500,000 being considered. Once the headquar-

ters of the APC, this property has long been listed 

as an endangered site.  

“But this new price gives us hope that someone 

will do something with it,” said APC Executive 

Director Boyd Coons. “When the APC left and 

moved to the Grant Mansion, the floors were in 

good shape, and we were optimistic for the build-

ing’s future, but the new owner has not proceeded 

with preservation efforts. The ability to purchase 

the property for a fraction of its original asking 

price may provide a buyer with the means to invest 

in the restoration and preservation of the building.” 

Contact J. Ryan Owens at 678-905-7939 for de-

tails about the property. 

 

“The Castle” 

One of the city’s Landmark properties, The Cas-

tle at 87 15th Street, has been sold at auction. The 

APC, which for years has listed the house on its 

endangered list, provided the realtor with the his-

tory and analysis of the building, and promoted its 

historical value in a radio interview on WABE the 

day before the sale. Along with the Urban Design 

Commission, the APC took action to halt damage 

from a defective roof by initiating demolition by 

neglect proceedings, resulting in the roof being 

temporarily tarped. The Castle’s new owner, Bryan 

Latham, is a New York investor who plans to turn 

the property into a bed and breakfast. 

The Castle on 15th 
Street, which has 
suffered from years 
of neglect, finally 
has a new owner 
who plans to restore 
the property. 
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Thank you for making  
the APC techno-savvy! 

Howell E. Adams, III  $1,000 
Amont Foundation, Inc.     $500 
Jean Astrop       $500 
Tamara Bazzle      $500 
F.H. Boyd Coons      $500 
Harry Gilham      $500 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip H. Gwynn $2,000 
Penny Hart       $500 
Elaine Luxemburger     $100 
Belle Turner Lynch     $500 
Carmie McDonald      $100 
Kathy K. Rainer      $500 
Rebekah C. Stewart  $1,000 
Chrissie Stevens Wayt     $500 
 

Total received to date  $8,700 

The APC extends its gratitude to the  
following donors who contributed to the  
acquisition of new computer equipment. 

Many thanks for their generous gifts go to:  

The APC gratefully acknowledges the  

talents and efforts of James McManus  

and Alex West for their work on  

The Phoenix Flies website.  

 

Their creativity and techno ability  

are most appreciated! 

 

The Constitution Building 
 

The APC has been advocating for the city to con-

sider this building as part of its multimodal rail sys-

tem. Dispossession of this city-owned building was 

held for consideration in the committee headed by 

former city council member Clair Muller. The cur-

rent administration has now released ownership 

of the building to the DoT. 

The review process concerning the proposed 

demolition of this building was a great concern to the 

APC, and the National Trust agreed that the process 

was problematic. Both organizations went on record 

to protest the manner in which the review had been 

conducted. The APC’s executive director Boyd 

Coons was called by former city council member 

Mary Norwood to make statements about the value 

and possibilities of the building.  

The preservation community continues to hope 

that the building will be saved. It is currently the sub-

ject of a study by Tony Rizzuto, associate professor 

at Southern Polytechnic State University. Rizzuto, 

who is also chairman of the Midtown Land Use 

Committee and sits on the developmental review 

committee of DRC, SPI 16, is looking into how the 

building can be utilized as part of the rail transporta-

tion program being developed. 

 

Crum & Forster 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The fight to save the Crum and Forster building 

on Spring Street in Midtown continues. A suit 

brought by the Georgia Tech Foundation against the 

city’s Landmarking of the building is currently in the 

hands of a judge.  

At this time, there is no indication when that rul-

ing will be made. The APC continues to monitor the 

situation closely. The city’s position is supported by 

an amicus brief prepared by attorney Bob Zoeckler 

for the APC. 



 

 

The city’s preservation 

community was pleased to 

learn recently that one of the 

city’s Landmark properties in 

Inman Park has been pur-

chased by a local entrepre-

neur who is restoring it for 

public use. 

“For 35 years, this house 

at 292 Moreland Avenue was 

known and loved as the 

Wrecking Bar,” said APC ex-

ecutive director Boyd Coons. 

“Owner Bob Sandage has 

taken on a project that in-

cludes returning to the origi-

nal floor plans as detailed in 

architect Willis Denny’s 

drawings. When completed, 

the facility will be available 

for weddings, corporate and 

neighborhood events, and will 

provide restaurant services to 

the public. Combined with the brewery, this promises 

to be a unique and popular destination, as well as one 

that will prove the value of preservation.” 

Sandage, who moved to Inman Park four years 

ago, bought the vacant property in March and has 

done much of the initial work himself on the 110-year

-old structure.  

“The first thing I discovered was that there were 

10-plus coats of paint on the front columns,” he said. 

“We’ve also done a lot of work to restore and clean 

the brick that was covered in graffiti. And we’ve re-

paired the dormers.” 

Now, with the team of architect Richard Bizot, 

preservation consultant Ute Banse and contractor 

Marnie Smith, the project is being completed through 

a program of the state Office of Historic Preservation. 

“That ensures that the work done is of the highest 

quality and will meet national standards of preserva-

tion as outlined in the Secretary of State’s Standards 

for Historic Preservation,” said Coons. “This will be a 

text-book restoration project.” 

The scope of the project includes returning to the 

original floor plans. The team also discovered photos 

of the building from around 1910 that include details 

of an elaborate wooden balustrade around the terrace 

that is being replicated by craftsmen in Toccoa. 

Sandage was particularly excited to retrieve the 

original stained glass transom panels which had been 

removed. Even though the expense of purchasing 

these was considerable, Sandage said it was well 

worth the effort, and the cost 

to recreate the transoms 

would have been more sig-

nificant while the results 

would have lacked the au-

thenticity of the originals.  

     Inside, the plaster on 

ceilings and walls has been 

repaired and stabilized. Re-

cently, the work has focused 

on the basement, where 

Sandage shoveled out dirt 

and concrete. His goal is to 

have an events facility on 

the upper floors and a res-

taurant on the lower level. 

Behind the house, an out-

door structure was ideal for 

a brewery. 

    “I’ve brewed for 18 

years,” said Sandage. “Once 

this building became avail-

able, I knew it was ideal for a 

brew pub. The lower level is made of granite block, 

and the first time I saw it, I thought of the quintessen-

tial German beer cellar.” 

 The original owner of the house, Victor Krieg-

shaber, called the property “Marianna” after his 

daughter. Sandage intends to reclaim that title for the 

events facility and to call the restaurant the Wrecking 

Bar Brew Pub. His goal is to open for business in 

February 2011. The APC will follow the progress of 

this project to completion in future newsletters. 
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Restoring a landmark: The APC follows the return of the Wrecking Bar 

The house at 292 Moreland Avenue before its restoration began. 

Interior views of the Wrecking Bar at 292 Moreland Avenue under renovation. 
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Restoring a landmark: The APC follows the return of the Wrecking Bar 

With renovations started, the improvements are already visible. 

The owner is paying attention to details like the stenciling above of this fireplace. (Detail photo on right.)  
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Lost: The Dwoskin Building 
 

 

The 1931 Dwoskin Building at  

757-763 Peachtree Street was  

demolished over the weekend of 

September 4-6. The façade of this 

building was redesigned by in 1939 

by architect Philip Trammell Shutze 

of the prestigious firm of Hentz, 

Adler and Shutze. The two-story, 

red-brick building was listed on the 

APC's endangered list in 2001. 

More details on the loss of this  

significant structure will appear  

in our next newsletter. 

Volunteer Profile: Cathy and Steve Vogel 

The first time the APC called for volunteers to give 

tours of the Fox Theatre was in 1988. Decatur residents 

Cathy and Steve Vogel answered that call and have been 

actively involved with the Midtown landmark and the APC 

ever since. 

“When I was a student at Georgia Tech, they were still 

showing movies there,” recalled Steve. “I’d been there, 

heard the organ. I’m glad it’s still here. Giving tours is a fun 

way to be involved, and it’s a great way to meet people from 

literally all over the world. You never know who’s going to 

show up and what their stories are.” 

Through the years, Cathy has made it her specialty to 

handle tours for children. 

“When you communicate the history and sense of place 

to the kids, it just leaves them with their little mouths open,” 

said Cathy with a laugh.  

But Cathy’s most memorable Fox tour consisted mostly 

of adults. As far as anyone can remember, she holds the re-

cord of having the most people on one tour. 

“I had 131 people show up in the early 1990s, during 

that week between Christmas and New Year’s,” said Cathy. 

“I was by myself and had to stand up on whatever I could to 

get above the crowd. But they were with me the whole time, 

and we got through it. It was after that that the APC starting 

assigning two guides for that holiday week!” 

In addition to giving Fox tours, Cathy has been part of 

the APC’s Phoenix Flies events and has conducted school 

tours of downtown Atlanta. She’s also a volunteer with Oak-

land Cemetery and the Decatur Cemetery - an activity that 

goes beyond the metro area. In their spare time, the couple 

enjoys visiting old cemeteries around the country. They just 

spent their most recent vacation touring cemeteries in small 

towns around Georgia. 

“If you really want a sense of place, a place where you 

can get your toes into the sense of where things are and 

were, you’ve got to start at the cemetery,” said Cathy. “In 

Decatur, the cemetery is full of the people who made Deca-

tur and DeKalb County.” 

Cemeteries are also sources of little-known history, 

added Steve. “You can learn an incredible amount of infor-

mation and stories just by looking at the monuments and the 

unusual epitaphs. Those stories hold all kinds of unusual 

history.”  

Steve and Cathy Vogel 

 
If you’ve ever considered being a guide for a neighborhood walking tour or the Fox Theatre, the 
APC invites you to be part of our enthusiastic group. Guides are thoroughly trained and given the 
opportunity to practice before they begin. Interested? Call the APC at 404-688-3353, ext. 13.  

Georgia Landscapes 
seminar  

 
     The Cherokee Garden Library and 

the Cultural Landscape Foundation 

will host a Nov. 5 seminar in Atlanta. 

“Landscapes for Living: Post War 

Landscape Architecture in Georgia” 

will be presented by several of the 

city’s leading authorities on landscape 

design, including Spencer Tunnell, 

Edward Daugherty, Roy Ashley and 

more. The day concludes with a recep-

tion hosted by the Cherokee Garden 

Club. Additional details will follow.  



 

 

Anne Cox Chambers roses for sale 
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Historic Preservation:  

Ansley Park Mediterranean, 147 The Prado  
 

New Construction and Historic Preservation:  

Springdale Park Elementary School,  

1246 Ponce de Leon Avenue 

 

Urban Design:  

The Georgian Terrace, 659 Peachtree Street 
 

Adaptive Use:  

Peter Law Offices, 563 Spring Street 
 

Adaptive use:  

White Provision, 1170 Howell Mill Road 

 

New construction:  

Visitor Center, parking facility and canopy walk of the  

Atlanta Botanical Garden, 1345 Piedmont Avenue 
 

Urban design:  

Fifth Street Bridge, 5th Street over downtown connector 
 

Parks and landscape design and adaptive re-use:  

Piedmont Park’s Greystone, 400 Park Drive 

 

Historic preservation:  

Samuel Spencer monument relocation,  

1200 Peachtree Street 
 

Public works of art:  

Opportunity Bond Municipal art projects,  

City of Atlanta 

  

Individual honor:  

Kevin Kuharic, director of restoration and landscapes at  

Oakland Cemetery since 2002. He has been instrumen-

tal in the cemetery’s revitalization as a premier historic 

site and cultural destination. In addition, he orches-

trated the thorough and systematic restoration of the 

cemetery after the devastating tornado of March 2008.  
 

The  Jenny D. Thurston Memorial Award:  
Kate Ryan, programs manager for the Georgia Trust  

for Historic Preservation. She coordinates several  

advocacy efforts, including Endangered Properties, 

Georgians for Preservation Advocacy and the Georgia 

Trust Annual Awards program. She is also responsible 

for the Trust’s Heritage Education and Higher Educa-

tion programs. The award was established as a tribute 

to the UDC’s first executive director and to the preser-

vation professionals who have contributed to the field. 

Administered by the Georgia State University Founda-

tion, the $500 gift goes to the individual who exhibits 

qualities of scholarship, leadership and dedication  

to preservation. 

Awards cont.  

The APC is selling an exclu-

sive, limited quantity of Anne 

Cox Chambers roses for $20 

each. These lovely plants are 

not sold commercially but can 

be ordered by calling the APC 

at 404-688-3353, ext. 10. Pro-

ceeds from each sale benefit the 

APC’s on-going preservation 

efforts. 

The APC is heading to 
Mt. Vernon 

 
The APC invites you to travel to George 

Washington’s historic home, Mount 

Vernon, in early October. visitors will 

enjoy a detailed overview of the estate 

and its environs, including a private  

tour of the mansion and events with the 

Regent of the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association. Other historic 

sites will also be part of the trip.  

The APC is also pleased to offer for sale a limited quantity of 

“The Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association: 150 Years of Restoring 

George Washington’s Home.” This sumptuous volume recounts 

the story of how the iconic home has been preserved. Included in 

its 192 pages are more than 400 rare illustrations. Copies are 

available for $26.95 by calling the APC at 404-688-3353. 
 

Meet the UDC’s new director 
 
The Urban Design Commission has a new executive director. 

Doug Young, a native of Alexandria, Va., holds a bachelor’s de-

gree in Urban Affairs from Virginia Tech and a master’s in City 

Planning from Georgia Tech.  After graduating, Young worked 

for the Corporation for Olympic Development (CODA) until 

1996. While there, he worked on four community redevelopment 

plans for “Olympic Ring” neighborhoods and assisted with 

CODA’s historic preservation activities. In 1995, he received a 

Heritage Preservation Certificate from the Masters of Heritage 

Preservation Program at Georgia State University. A year later, 

he was hired by the Urban Design Commission as the historic 

preservation planner, charged with integrating historic preserva-

tion into the city’s overall planning efforts.  

At the UDC, Young has focused on federally-required his-

toric preservation reviews (the Section 106 process), community 

planning, special and inter-agency projects, technical assistance, 

surveys and nominations, design review and computer-related 

initiatives (including permit processing and tracking). 



 

 

Calendar at a Glance & Upcoming Events 
 

Now through November 
    APC Autumnal Tours 

    www.preserveatlanta.com 

 

October 2 and 3 
    Ansley Park Tour of Homes 

    Noon-5 p.m. 404-888-9030; www.ansleypark.org 

 

October 5, 6, 7 
    APC trip to Mt. Vernon 

 

October 24 
    Candler Park Tour of Homes 

    Noon-6 p.m. 404-522-5455, www.candlerpark.org 

 

October 26 
    Lecture by architects Leon and Rob Krier at the     

    Millennium Gate, 404- 881-0900, www.henmf.org  
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